Meeting: 3rd April 


“a 


"Victorian Native Fish" 


Dr. Phillip Cadwallader 
Meeting: Ist May - "Migratory Beekeeping" - Mr. G. Jamieson 
Excursion; Sth April - Sunday - Full Day : Mt. Erip 
Leader Dr. F. .Harrap 
Excursion: 3rd May - Sunday - Full Day : Linton —- Leader Mr. P. 
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Dr. F. HARRAP 

Mrs. M. ROTHERAM: 
Miss°H. BURGESS 
Mr. S. REYNOLDS 
Mr. J. NETHERWAY 


President: 
Vice-pres: 


Phone. 30 1651. 
Phena 31 4054 


Phone 31 2210 
Phone 327721 
Phone 327236 


Secretary: 
Treasurer: 
Editors 


Moetings, as specified, aro held In the Adralnisivat- 

ion Building of the School of Minas and Industries, 

Lydiard Sirsa? South, Ballarat, cermencing & pm. 

EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFICD, CCOAIMENCE FROM 

CROCKERS, Cnr. STURT and ARMSTRONG STREETS, 

BALLARAT. AT 9.30 am FOR FULL DAY GUTINGS, 
OR AT 1.30pm FOR HALF DAY. - 
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NEW MEMBERS. My. & Mrs. Peter (& Helen) Mitchell and Mrs. 
Vercaret Martin were elected as new members at the March meeting. 
We wish them a happy and rewarding association with our club. 


MP. ERTP EXCURSFON. Note that this is a full-day excursion 

on Sunday April Sth., As we will be walking through some long 

fress, rubber boots are advised if the day is wet. We will 

be lun whee near she ee so those coming for the afternoon 
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DONALD HISTORY AND NATURAL HISTORY GROUP 
WeV.F.1C.A, CAMP-OUT AND ANNUAL MEETING OCTOBER 17th & 16th, 1982 
ACCOMMODATION AVAILABIE 


Motel Avon, Woods Street, Donald 3480. Phone 971 488 (8 units ) 

Shamrock Hotel, Woods Street, Donald, Phone 971 210 

Mt. Jeffcott Heroin Woods Street, Donald. Phone 971 011 

Doneaid Hotel, Woods Street, Doneld. Phone 971 410. 

Caraven Park, Borung Highway, Donald. Phone, Shire Office ths 300- 
or Caretaker (after hours) 971 862. 

STD CODE .. O54 POSTCODE .. 3480 

As acconmodation is limited at all the above locations, early 

bookings are strongly advised 


PLEASE NOTE «- The weekend programne will commence at i Poem.’ on 
Saturday October 17th, and will conclude at approximately 4 p.m. 
on Sumiay October 18th. More detailed information will be 
distributed among affiliated clubs later. 


President -~ Mrs. Keith Smith, Secretary ~~ lirs. Ken Rye, 
Box 111, Box 111, 
NALD 3480 DONALD . 3480 
Phone == 986 515 Fhone == 971 244 
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Homey we TAT 
MidBERS!' NIGHT 
ecinteniered 


At our March meeting, members Pics ae with c colour slides. 
Starting with the Mt. William cenmp-out we were de lighted to 


ote = 
Yelive the activities and view the scenex ry anew with close-ups 
of the wildflowers. 
Next we viewed various mistletoes. Interesting, was the 
Creeping one on a plum tree, The mistletoe has many varied 
ees and has pearshaped berries. 

After viewing the growth of owlet nigh tier chicks at the 
B.0AE we were enchanted with the birds of the Lerderderg 
area and the Clunes swemps. Also the mallee fowl nest ir 
throes of cons serps at Wood Wood, 

At the Williem Rickett's Sanctuary in the Dandenon 8S, sculptures 
blended in well with the landsespe. 

On to the Brisbane Ranges to view orchids and the sad aftermath 
of the cinnamon fungus. 

Then to Mt. Beckworth, Nelson, Melbe Gully, Port Ge ampbell and 
the fossil cave at Naracoorte 

Waria Island, just off the east coast:‘of Tasmania hed rach to 
offer. From an old 1820 cottege to well-comouflaged eggs 

& beach nest. After visiting the Derwent ares we returned to 
Swan Island where we had spent an interesting and successful 
excursion to look’ for the orange-bellied »v parrot. 
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Closer to home we visited Enfield Forest, Inke Goldsmith and 
Slaty Creek to adinire anew the birds, orchids, spiders ete. 
A rainbow, light.cing and the Wyperfield and Pink leke sunsets 


were a Fitting finale. 

Our thank Ss go to Florence Chuk, Greg Binns, Ken Hemmond, 
oe ‘Williamson, Frank Harran, Lindse ey Bink ant 
Winifred Lade for sharing with us, 
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Mi. WIDDERIN LAVA CAVES 


afternoon 20 intrepid souls assenbled to brave 
erie passages to the nethervorld. 

ike the scenario for a T.V. thriller? Not « bit! 
lt was the last club excursion to the Mt. Widderin Lava Caves, . 
While the leader placed a few lighted candles at strategic 
Positions within the cave the party essembled at the entrance 
to get their eyes accustomed to the dark. 

Armed with an assortment of lights, venturing into the cave 
the uneven, slippery floor soon claimed a couple of victims. 
xploring the mein cave and ballroom several interesting 
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features were noted <= patches of fungal mycelium on the floor 
ang shining erystels on the roof. 
Venturing further into the cave despite a wrong turning, 


plenty of hands, knees and boompsea~head and a couple of ups 
and downs, 13 of us managed to penetrate to the lake in the 


iowest cavern, 
i ing lava or brimstone ~ just a pool of crystal-clear water 


n the driest years has not been known -to go dry. 
pumped to the surface for irrigation use. 

‘i arrival back at the entrance, all made good use of the gear 
provided by the guides to remove most of the traces of their - 
adventure, 

iandsay Fink expressed the pleasure of all to the guides for 
such an interesting experience. 

When leaving a “maintenance contribution" the thanks and 
appreciation of the club was extended to-Mx. Notman for 
permission to explore the cave in his absence, 
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Combined W.V.R.N.G. A. and V.RN.C. A. Gea ourt ateG 
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histori cal, ox Pete eieal an 
I shall make a few comments o 
oe an ares, of EES ved and Beet 


Ce . 
which c aula easily ‘Be mistake 
Yadiata Land seedling. 


A though I had oes sed the Fryers Ridge area many years ago 
in the winter it v 3 cr Se 
Ye viewed an area ae 
Very little rain since the burn % e ie 
resilience of the bushland. tis toce scoparia, the Prickly 
Broom-heath, was thriving and covered in flowering buds. 
this plant grows in our locel bushland, but I have never seen 
uch prolific shrubs. A fenced area clearly illustrated - 
éifects the rabbits have on the environment. Some plants 
noticed in the fersed area were Flatylcbium formosum, 
Handsome Flat-pea, in lerge patches, Eriostemon meaceyatn 
Fairy Wax-flower, x ucupeROH ee orus, Twin~flower Beard=heath 
; dd Everlasting, which were 
hoticesbly abse ner oben ide the a Ge Burther 2lon 
“here wes a small patch of dead twigs, indicating : 
large grey-leat ed wettle had been. This wattle has not teen 
mn to seed, but how did the first plant get there? 
Sn inspection we found regeneration of three of whe burnt 
shrubs. The experts say it is similer to Buchan Blue, a 
species as, yet unnamed botanically. a 
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J joined the Melbourne bus to Maldon. We inspected the 
farmen Tunnel = a frustrating feat, as only 58 oz gold were 
extracted, while nearby 310,000 oz. had been apa ted, 
When the tunnel started six men took a week te out two 
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fe 
into the basalt. The rate incressed as the cutting imlemer 
became more mechanical. A local historian ¢ u 
comprehensive description of the mines and district. 


We went to the top of Mt. Tarrengower and from here the extent | 
of the fire which nearly destroyed Maidon could be seen. 

Expedition Pass ig where Major Mitchell passed through the 
The dem is open to duck shooters - a few coots and 
ducks were seen and many small birds were seén in the ra 
euca raps ea acacias. The rain sent. us back to our cars. : 
No one complained of the rain during such a dry season, a 


e Saturday everting meeting Cliff Besuglehole's latest 
book on the plants of the Alpine area was lsunched. These 


at $5.00 each. The lainching of this book was 
yr the combined W.V.F.N.C.4. and V.EP.N.C.A. week-end, 
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Castlemaine Club members showed slides on Sunday evening 
ng the V.F.N.C.A. Annual Meeting. Slides were of 

had seen on our excursions and other points of 

in the district. ir, Ern Perkins finished by 

# us with our home gardens by showing his blending 


1g 
of exotic and native plants. 
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qT o the Castlemaine Club members for organizing 
end hosting this very successful week-end, 


H, Burgess. 
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Exroursiion to Mt. Alexander. 

We spent en enjoyable afternoon visiting a murb 
interesting spots. Our first stop was the rui an old 
building associated with a silkworm industry started in the 
1870's. The building was in a pine plantation, but there 
were two samples of necklace ferns growing out of ledges in 
the building. 

From here we drove to the kosla park We saw very few koales 
(no one sew more than four), a pure stan a 
quite a few black wattles. 
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Other short visits were to the Dog Rocks (large granite 
boulders), the granite tower and Lang's lookout near the T.V. 


towers on Mt. Alexander. 

Cur final stop was! et an cak forest. It was planted ther 
Many years ago to supply oak bark for the local tanners 
they realized that wattle bark did the job just es well. 
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On Monday morning we were taken to Expedition Pass for a 
repeat excursion. Our leader gave us a list of 33 species 
birds found by the previous group. We were sble to me nage 
only 18. Quite a large group of red~browed finch kept sbout 
20 metres in front of us for a while. We had wandered for 
ebout one kilometre around the reservoir and were ebout to turn 
back when we were caught. by a sudden downpour of rain, This 
dampened our enthusiasm as well as our bo@ies and everyone headed 
for their cars as quickly as possible to drive back to 
Castlemaine to dry off ani change. 
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The Castlemaine Field Naturalists deserve congratulations for 
the time end effort which went into the preparation and 
leadership of excursions and night programmes, 
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An extract Prom the 6.C.¥V, 
newsletter, February 1981. 
eater's possum lives in 
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ANCE a $5,000 fine, but it is 
not illegal to deprive those 
same : ; 


Creatures ‘of their hebitat, 
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